Introduction
It is well established that undemutrition in postpartum beef cows increases the time to onset of ovarian activity and first oestrus (Randel, 1990; Short et al, 1990) . However, the precise mechanisms through which nutrition affects reproduction are uncertain. Recovery of ovarian function after calving is pre¬ ceded by an increase in the frequency and amplitude of pulsatile LH release (Nett, 1987; Short et al, 1990 ) and resumption of the growth of dominant follicles (Savio et al, 1990; Murphy et al, 1990) . Studies on the effects of energy restriction on LH secretion and follicular growth have produced conflicting results. It has been reported that undernutrition decreases (Terqui et al, 1982; Whisnant et al, 1985;  Received 28 October 1994.
Wright et al, 1987; Perry et al, 1991) or has no effect (Rutter and Randel, 1984; Wright et al, 1987; Perry et al, 1991; Wright et al, 1992) on mean basal concentrations of LH, LH puise frequency or LH puise amplitude. Prado et al. (1990) reported an effect of body condition score at calving on the number of follicles present 5 weeks postpartum but not 9 weeks post¬ partum. Perry el al (1991) reported that follicular growth was affected by undernutrition only in cows with a low body condition score at calving. Therefore, individual energy status could be a more important factor than the energy level of the diet in determining the effects of nutrition on reproduction. In the few studies in beef cows, circulating glucose, insulin, non-esterified fatty acids, ketone bodies (mainly ß-hydroxybutyrate) and urea were used to estimate energy status (Rüssel and Wright, 1983; Easdon et al, 1985) and there is little information on reproductive events. The aims of this study were: (1) Primiparous cows had fewer medium sized and small follicles than did multiparous cows (primiparous: 3.66 ±0.11; multi¬ parous: 5.52 ± 0.11, for medium sized follicles, P< 0.01; primi¬ parous: 2.58 ± 0.09; multiparous: 3.43 ± 0.10, for small sized follicles, < 0.05). However, there was no effect of parity on the number or size of large follicles.
The number of small and medium sized follicles and the size of the largest follicle increased more with time postpartum in multiparous cows than in primiparous ones (interaction parity time postpartum significant; < 0.01; < 0.01 and ss 0.07, respectively, for these variables). (1993) , and Petit and Agabriel (1993 
